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Bishop Baraga traveled an 80,000-square-mile region as he taught and served the Indians living near Lakes Michigan and Superior.

Bishop Baraga established five missions:

Arbre Croche
Grand River

La Pointe
L’'Anse

Sault Ste. Marie
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FOREWORD

Much of the material published in this book is
excerpted from ' The Shrine of the Snowshoe
Priest'’, an article written by Agnes Dema-
ray, former Secretary of the Bishop Baraga
Foundation. 1t has been used with the permis-
sion of the Foundation. Further information
about Bishop Baraga is available by contacting
the Bishop Baraga Foundation, Box &,
Baraga, M1 49908. 17
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The Snowshoe Priest
Frederic Baraga  1797-1868

The Apostle of the Lakelands, Frederic Baraga, moved about a
vast triangular territory of over 80,000 square miles. including areas of
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Canada.

The Snowshoe Priest



A scale model of the Baraga Shrine was on display. Admiring it were Bernard Lambert (left) who wrote a book about Bishop Baraga called
“'Shepherd of the Wilderness”, and Jack Anderson (right) the sculptor.

The massive bronze figure holds a
seven-foot cross in his right hand; his
left steadies a 26-foot pair of snow-
shoes. Mounted on a silver cloud in a
copse of birches overlooking Lake
Superior's Keweenaw Bay, the entire
sculpture is supported by five lami-
nated wood beams, each beam repre-
senting a mission established by
Bishop Frederic Baraga, the legen-
dary ""'Snowshoe Priest."’

Frederic Baraga was 33 when he ar-
rived in New York City on December
31, 1830. He had been a priest for on-
ly seven years, but already., his beliefs
and actions had gained him a certain
notoriety in his native Slovenian
Church. Although his teachings con-
tinually stressed God's love and con-
cern for everyone — rich or poor —
the young Priest’s outspoken commit-
ment to ministering to the poor and
uneducated did not match his superi-
ors’ expectation of his role. Conse-
quently, his early career was marked
by transfers and new assignments.

Born on June 29, 1797, as Irenaeus
Frederic Baraga, he never used his
first name. He was the third of five
children born to John Nepomuc and
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Katherine de Jencic Baraga. His
childhood, reportedly, was happy,
although he encountered death early
— losing his only brother, older sister
and his mother before he had turned

“"May the Lord of the
harvest give me the grace to
let my light shine so that it
may illuminate only those
good works which He does
through me."’

12. But before she died in 1808,
Katherine Baraga had instilled in
young Frederic the three tenets which
would shape his life — love of God,
hatred of evil and compassion for the
poor and suffering.

John Baraga died in 1812, leaving
Frederic his heir. Later, Frederic
divided his inheritance among his sur-
viving sisters and entered the semi-
nary in the diocese of Ljubliana,
Slovenia. He was ordained there on
September 21, 1823.

Even though he was ordained to the
priesthood he had to spend another
year in the seminary finishing his

theological studies. During this time
he performed priestly functions in the
Cathedral at the request of the
Bishop. The young Father Baraga was
then sent to serve as assistant pastor
in the famous church of St. Martin.
Here began a love story between
Frederic Baraga and the people of
Slovenia.

The heresy of Jansenism was wide-
spread in Slovenia. It taught that peo-
ple were not worthy to receive the
sacraments. In time, the heretical
teachings of Jansenism left the church-
es empty. Father Baraga worked
against these teachings and became
very unpopular with his bishop and
the clergy. However, he was loved by
the people, and whenever they need-
ed the services of a priest, he was call-
ed upon. At the prompting of Father
Baraga. the church began to fill up
whenever he was present. He wrote a
prayerbook at this time which became
his most famous Slovene work.

Father Baraga’'s activity did not go
unnoticed by the hierarchy of the
Church and he was transferred to a
poor. neglected and out-of-the-way

continued on page 4
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Why Snowshoes?

Baraga letter of January 24, 1846.

““In this connection | will explain how
a missionary has to travel during winter
in this Indian country. In winter a per-
son cannot travel otherwise than on
foot. As the snow is generally deep and
there are no traveled roads, the only
way to travel is on snow-shoes. These
snow-shoes are from four to five feet
long and one foot wide and are tied to
one's feet. With them a man can travel
even in the deepest snow without sink-
ing in very much. But this style of
walking is very tiresome, especially for
Europeans, who are not accustomed to
it. When a person must walk upon such
snow-shoes all day long, and for that
many days in succession, especially in
these trackless North American forests,
he cannot travel without extreme fatigue
and almost total exhaustion.

" Another hardship is the sleeping in
the open air in a northern winter, for
there are no huts in which to stay over
night. Generally speaking, a man may
travel four or five days in this extensive
and thinly settled country before coming
to another Indian settlement. 1t is true,
a large fire is made, but this soon goes
out, for the Indian guide, who accom-
panies us, sleeps the whole night as if he
were in a feather-bed, and then a person
suffers much from the cold. 1t is hard,
especially, to pass the night in such a

The Snowshoe Priest

way, when it storms and snows all night
and in the morning a person is covered
all over with snow. But all these hard-
ships the missionary joyfully endures if
thereby he can, through God's help and
grace, save even but one soul.

"l have to make this winter a far
longer journey, that is, from L' Anse to
La Pointe and Fond du Lac and return,
a distance of about six hundred and
ninety miles! 1 will begin this journey,
please God, on the 4th of February,
and hope to be back here again before
the end of March. | am going to Fond
du Lac, Minn., to make arrangements
for the building of a church there. |
think, thereafter, 1 will not go there any
more, as now a missionary has arrived
for my assistance, namely, Rev. Father
Otto Skolla, who spends this winter at
La Pointe, where 1 have been for eight
years.

"1 take the liberty to ask Your Grace
to kindly send me a small box with the
following mission requisites: One thou-
sand small colored pictures for children,
some large colored pictures, rosaries,
medium sized copper crucifixes, 2x3 in-
ches long, two sets of vestments, linen
altar cloths, a chalice, a small mon-
strance, a censer with boat, a ciborium,
some tin water cruets, a holy water font,

etc.” ~,



Arthur Chaput, Jr., co-sculptor of the statue, constructs one of the massive snowshoes.

parish. While at Metlika he learned of
the urgent need for missionaries in
North America, promptly applied and
was the first priest sponsored by the
recently-organized Leopoldine Foun-
dation. Even before his ordination to
the priesthood Baraga had the desire
to work in the missions and he now
believed the Lord was calling him to
serve the Indians.

Time had passed quickly since his
ordination in 1823. Toward the end of
the year 1830 he began his journey to
America. From New York, he traveled
to what would later become the state
of Michigan to begin his ministry with
the Ottawas at Arbre Croche (now
known as Harbor Springs). Two years
later, he left this very successful
endeavor to start a mission at a new
site — destined to become Grand
Rapids, Michigan. For 35 more years,
in numerous journeys that would en-
compass 80,000 square miles of Michi-
gan, Minnesota and Canada, Baraga
served his chosen people — the In-
dians of the Great Lakes — ministering
to their cultural and educational, as
well as spiritual, needs. Even though
he was accustomed to a warmer cli-
mate, winter did not deter him: if he
could not walk, he would snowshoe.
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On one journey, it is recorded, he
snowshoed nearly 700 miles, round-
trip.

Father Baraga truly loved the In-
dians of the Great Lakes. He sym-
pathized with their desire to retain
their culture and their land. To aid
them he studied and spoke both the
Ottawa and the Chippewa language,
ultimately writing a Chippewa dic-
tionary. This dictionary is still used
today.

In 1857, John Gilmary Shea wrote

that no missionary to whom he had the

opportunity to speak had published
more works and more frequently revised
editions than had Baraga. In fact, says

Shea, Baraga's work provided a richer

religious library for the Ottawas and

Chippewas than that offered to any

other tribe. Shea lists Baraga's works

published from 1832 to 1857 as fol-
lows: Prayer and Hymn Book — and

Catechism, 1832, followed by three

other editions from 1832 to 1857;

History, Character, and Habits of the

North American Indians, 1837; Bible

Extracts, Life of Christ, Epistles and

Gospels, 1837; Instructions and Medi-

tations on all the Doctrines of the

Catholic Church, 1849: Chippewa

Opposite: Pieces of the unfinished statue wait to

be assembled.

Grammar, 1849; Chippewa Diction-

ary, 1852.

As was pointed out in an article
about Baraga in ""The Priest” maga-
zine of April, 1958, "'Since he was able
to think in the native idiom, Baraga's
Indian prayerbooks, catechisms and
sermon books are said to reflect the
effective  simplicity  of Our Lord’'s
parables.”” Quite significantly he wrote
his first pastoral letter as Bishop in the
Chippewa tongue in 1853. He died on
January 19, 1868. Nearly a century
later, in 1950, the Most Rev. Thomas
L. Noa, bishop of Marquette, set up a
historical commission to work with
the Bishop Baraga Association — a
group seeking Baraga’s canonization
— to initiate beatification proceed-
ings. Fourteen volumes of docu-
mented evidence of his saintly acts
were submitted to the Vatican Con-
gregation of Causes for Sainthood in
1972. The cause is still under review.

His life is best described in Shepherd
of the Wilderness, written by Bernard ).
Lambert of L'Anse, Michigan. The
book was the culmination of 18 years
of research by this dedicated admirer
of the '"Snowshoe Priest.”

The idea of a commemorative shrine

continued on page 6
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The Snowshoe Priest

"I thank thee,
Blackrobe. . .for having
taken so much trouble to
come and visit us. Never was
the earth so beautiful or the
sun so bright as today.
Never was our river so calm
or free from rocks, which
your canoes have removed in
passing by, never had our
tobacco so good a flavor, nor
did our corn appear as flour-
ishing as we now see it.
Behold, here is my son,
whom 1 give to thee, that
thou mayest know my heart.
L implore thee to have pity on
me and all my people. Thou
knowest the great spirit who
made us all; thou speakest to
Him and hearest His word.
Ask Him to grant me life
and health, and do come and
live with us to make us know
Him."

An Indian chief s words. to
an early missionary.



Smoke and fire engulf the statue on the day of installation.

The first part completed was the
right hand holding the cross. Viewers
were then able to realize just how
beautiful the work would be. Mr. Ar-
thur Chaput, Jr. of Lake Linden, co-
sculptor, found himself donning the
cassock of a bishop and thus acting as
a model many times as the work pro-
gressed.

After many delays and frustrations,
the long awaited day of erecting the
statue finally occurred on May 31,
'1972. The statue, cradled in a special
trailer, began it's voyage to the site at
5:15 AM. The cloud and snowshoes
were on a second trailer, while the
zucchetto, a small, round skullcap
denoting Baraga’s ecclestical rank,
traveled in a pickup truck. Crowds lin-
ed the way, the weather was perfect,
and WMPL, a local radio station,
broadcast the day's event from the
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caravan.

The 40 mile trip was completed by
noon.

Upon arrival, the snowshoes were
welded to the figure’s left hand, and
the cross to the right.

After five Catholic priests conferred
their blessings on the undertaking, the
cable of the mobile crane was attach-
ed. Suspended above the waiting
base, the full beauty of Anderson's
and Chaput's work was finally ap-
parent.

But, as the statue was gently
lowered into place, a portion of the
hemline caught on one of the beams.
To cut away this portion, an acetylene
torch was required. Unfortunately, the
torch ignited the polyurethane lining
within the statue, and, in moments,
smoke and fire engulfed the sculpture.
The crowd reacted as might well be

Father Baraga has come
from Arbre Croche to get
his Indian Reader and
Prayer-book published. He
works with me like a
brother and helps me very
much, but will be obliged
soon to return to his dear
Ottawas, amongst whom
he works miracles of
salvation. He is very poor
and lives like a Trappist,
but with all that he prizes
himself overhappy.

Letter of Father Francis Haetscher,
C.S.S.R., to his Superior. . .
September 17, 1832.

Opposite: At the dedication mass held on
September 16, 1973, the blessing was pro-
nounced by the Most Reverend Charles A.
Salatka. Bishop of the Diocese of Marquette.

expected: hysteria, crying and
prayers.

As the statue was lowered again to
the ground, and the fire was ex-
tinguished by the L'Anse Fire Depart-
ment, in front of a shocked and now
silent crowd, inspection revealed the
statue was not structurally damaged,
and repair work commenced. The
statue, "'good as new’’, was placed on
the pedestal on June 14, 1972, where
it remains today.

It was dedicated on September 16,
1973, as part of that year's annual
Bishop Baraga Day Mass. Following
the welcome address delivered by
Bernard J. Lambert, Baraga's
biographer and president of the
Bishop Baraga Foundation, the 1,500
people in attendance heard the bless-
ing for the memorial pronounced by

continued on page 14
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Your visit to this sacred place has, we hope, been an experi-
ence of renewal of your faith in the goodness of man. Frederic
Baraga was indeed a real man, and your purchase of this book-
let describing the shrine helps us maintain it for future visitors.

We are pleased to invite your associate membership in the
Bishop Baraga Foundation Inc., the organization responsible for
maintenance of this beautiful memorial. Please reflect on our...

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

1. To support the continual
maintenance and preservation
of the historical shrine of the
Snowshoe Priest and the beau-
tiful grounds, which attract
more than 100,000 visitors
annually;

2. To support the various
non-profit activities of the
foundation, and to cover print-
ing costs for brochure distrib-
ution across Michigan;

3. To support the established
education fund for local
youths, with emphasis on
Native Americans.

The annual dues are $20.00,
and are most appreciated.

These funds have assisted us
in covering the wood arches
with sheet copper, preserving

their lamination and beauty
for future visitors. They have
kept the grounds in the lovely
condition you found them, an
ongoing tribute to this wonder-
ful priest.

Further work is needed to
make the concrete supports
totally frost resistant, another
use of the much needed funds.
Our winter winds sweep the
statue area almost clear, add-
ing to the beauty but allowing
frost to penetrate deeply into
the supporting grounds.

The statue itself was coated
with seven coats of protective
lacquer after assembly and
erection in 1974, but refur-
bishment is now desperately
needed. The solid brass re-
quires the weather resistant

cover to maintain its unique
appearance. We know our
membership funds will sup-
port this major maintenance.
In short, we thank you for
your visit, your good thoughts
and your much needed and
most appreciated support!

Bishop Baraga Foundation Inc. Box 4% Baraga, MI 49908

Registration for Associate Membership: 1 wish to enroll as an Associate Member of the Bishop
Baraga Foundation, to support the non-profit activities of the association as put forth in the State-
ment of Purpose. | will receive an Associate Membership Card for each member enrolled.

Annual Associate Membership dues are $20 per person:

I have enclosed $ for memberships.
Name(s)
Address
City State Zip
Telephone (work) (home)
Signature(s) Date
Date

You are invited to make photocopies of this application page for yourself and friends.
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